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he had this all tied in with what later became known as the
German Hernnvolk, or elite-man, theory. This was true
at least to the extent that Thyssen visualized every German
doing, by corporate state direction, only what the admini-
strators thought he could do best. Thyssen had a_long and
tedious system worked out : dual processes of training and
elimination by which, from childhood, each German would
be steered into his most efficient service for the state ;
trained for this place and no other as he grew older ; take
his minute place among the myriad parts of the machine ;
and live his daily life in this functional way. I assume that
eventually the man was to be permitted to die. This was
Thyssen's idea of the Herrenvolk principle in action. German
men were better. Germany, co-ordinated in respect to each
man's talents, was best. This way, Germany would be
unbeatable.
The whole thing would sound visionary if it wasn't deep
in the consciousness of a powerful nation. But there it is,
and to-day the result is being acted out on the world stage
for all to see. Better democratic minds cannot accommodate
the thought of this national psychology. Instinctively, we
regard it as window dressing instead of the profound pagan
force which it is. This is why we underestimate the soli-
darity of the German people. We simply don't think the
way they do. We cannot imagine that they are actually
living and performing in their own Wagnerian world.
Germany is Valhalla. Bayreuth is the capital.
It is not new. It goes back to the earliest days of the
Teutonic Knights. The Nazis did not create a new national
spirit. They harnessed an old one, based on cc race."
German national thought originates in primitive German
mythology and folklore. It is utterly fatalistic. It is their
agreeable feeling that some force even more powerful than
the gods drives Germans to an epic destiny.
This is fundamentally a racial concept.
The Germans, fathers and sons, believe their race is
inherently superior to every other race and that the
German is the superior of all other people. Remember,
this is a racial concept, not their estimate of Germany as
a country.
They believe the German race-nation has an inherent